Seen vs Unseen
Owen Morgan
I love watching a good cooking show! Some are better than others, my favourite is probably Great
British Menu but I can manage Bake off, Masterchef. I am often inspired by the incredible dishes. I
want to eat food with a smudge on the plate or blobs squeezed from a bottle, I want my meat
cooked sous-vide, my vegetable dehydrated, I want to poor consommé over my starter, I want to
have a starter that isn’t just a raw vegetable while I’m chopping them up. So I watch these
gastronomic show and I’m inspired… I wander into the kitchen, I survey the fridge, the pantry the
cupboards, but then I stop, have i had delusions of grandeur, I don’t know how to make tomato
foam or a red wine reduction. So I lose heart, I scale it back, perhaps I’ll just have steak and chips,
but alas there is no steak I have no money, so I make beans on toast!
But don't we all learn to downgrade our dreams? Instead of bringing our experience up to the level
of our theology, we relegate our theology to the level of our experience,
We downgrade our expectations and our dreams based on our experience.
Life isn’t how you dreamed it would be, the car you drive, the job you have, the house you live in.
But beyond the material, what about your aspirations of accomplishment and achievements. You
dreamt you would do this but you haven’t.
Maybe it’s a career thing, an ambition thing - something in your personal life. Or maybe it’s
something your involved in, your business, a project or hobby. A charity, I know for a fact it happens
in church.
•
•
•

We become experts and downgrading our dreams.
We focus on what we can see, manage and attain.
We look at what can reasonably be accomplished.

This is tangible, realistic and achievable, however it is not faith and it is not where God wants us.
1. Without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6)
2. Without faith we may experience the possible, but with God nothing is impossible (Matthew
19:26)
Why do we downgrade our dreams, drop our expectations?
Instead of aiming for what we would love to do, or more importantly what is BEST, we move the
target to the easier, achievable, affordable and manageable.
But if we only ever aim for that, we will only ever get that.And if we always do what we always did,
we will always get what we always got.
I don’t know about you but I’m not ready to revise my expectations down. I still have hope, dreams
and ambitions. But at times I still do this. At times I feel small, insignificant, unable. It’s at these
times I am most likely to fall into this trap.
How do we stay on course for the things we set out to do? how do we learn to be people who
succeed in achieving their dreams, rather than reducing them to the level of our reality?

Recently, when Kris Mikkelson visit, he read a challenging passage that Paul wrote to the
Corinthians:
2 Corinthians 6:11-13 MSG Dear, dear Corinthians, I can’t tell you how much I long for you to enter
this wide-open, spacious life. We didn’t fence you in. The smallness you feel comes from within you.
Your lives aren’t small, but you’re living them in a small way. I’m speaking as plainly as I can and with
great affection. Open up your lives. Live openly and expansively!
I realised I needed to enlarge my faith. That maybe sometimes, somehow I had let some smallness
creep into my thinking. We all do this at times don’t we and so I began to look at faith, to study and
read about faith. I didn’t get far before I fell on something that changed the way I think.
Hebrews 11:1-3
1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This is
what the ancients were commended for. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at
God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.
It’s easiest and most pragmatic to look to accomplish the possible, the manageable, the tangible, the
achievable
It takes some planning and some preparation.
We assess what we can afford, what we can cope with, what is available, what is reasonable… etc.
BUT God made all that we see not from those things that were visible, but from the invisible! The
very fabric of the universe, all that we see an experience was formed from the invisible.
Hard to get our heads round but this is faith. Faith is the realm of the invisible, the impossible made
possible. Assurance of what we do not see
2 Corinthians 5:7 For we live by faith, not by sight.
When we make decisions and act on what we can see, what we can manage etc. we don’t act in
faith, we don’t need faith, we are acting by sight.
Acting by sight is easily confused with pragmatism, logical thinking etc.
We often reward this kind of thinking but there is a problem with it.
God wants us to live expansive, open lives - the smallness is within us.
SO what do we do?
1. We need to RECOGNISE that our smallness comes from within
We can call it pragmatism, realism or sometimes a healthy scepticism but I don’t think that playing
small does anything except hem you in. Have you been playing small? thinking small? Fencing
yourself in? Remember Pauls’ encouragement to the Corinthians, to live Openly and Expansively.
What else is out the in the openness and the expanse? If you stay fenced in you will never know.
If the smallness is from within, we have to learn to escape the smallness. First identify it. I am
thinking small when I say. I will never be able to… we will never have enough money to, they will
always be better, I will always be less. Stop it!! That smallness is from within - it is an internal fear
not an external reality!

2. We need to learn to flip sight to faith, shift our focus from the seen to the invisible, the
achievable to the impossible.
You cannot do this with your eyes alone, because they just keep seeing the seen, we need new
lenses. Faith lenses. We can train ourselves to see the invisible through the eyes of faith.
When you find yourself heading down a thought road, one that says, you will never manage, you
don’t have enough, you are not able, you can learn to flip that to thought process around.
In church – venues - believe not for cheap made good but for the best – doesn't mean we blow the
budget but we stretch our faith to the unseen,
Church – vision – stop making it easy and look to the invisble, the impossible and believe that God
want's it more than we do!

This is not about name it and claim it, anything you an imagine you can have it. Not quite, how about
this anything he has promised he will deliver - that is what we are talking about. If he didn’t promise
it I don’t know that I can have it, how can I have faith i.e. be assured or trust him for it if he has
never promised it? But that which he has promised, I can be sure of.
Hebrews 12 (NIV) 1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of
faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God.3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will
not grow weary and lose heart.
Next time you think small, fenced in, seen, achievable… RECOGNISE it, FLIP IT.
This isn’t about spending beyond your means, that’s just silly, but having faith that the means will be
provided. That’s what we mean, that the God who makes a way where there was no way (Isaiah 43).
Imagine living unfettered by small thinking... if we never boxed ourselves in, our dreams in, but
instead TRUSTED God who has shown himself faithful and reliable. I don't know when, I don't know
how. I can't percieve it or explain it, by its nature, a thing of faith is none of these things but I KNOW
my GOD!
STAND AND PRAY

